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landfill for designated mate-
rials. It is expected that such 
regulatory measures will 
successfully lead to the de-
sired targets.  
 
ICI waste is often source 
specific and has the ad-
vantage of being already 
source separated and more 
easily diverted as a result.  

The  City of Lethbridge pre-
sented options to Council to 
better manage Institutional, 
Commercial & Industrial 
(ICI) waste in the city. This 
sector constitutes 58% of the 
waste going to the landfill (as 
opposed to 19% for Construc-
tion & Demolition waste, and 
23% for Residential waste). 
 
The City target is to reduce 
ICI waste by 45% before 
2029.  
 
The first phase will involve 
education and awareness pro-
grams, which can reduce 
waste up to 10%, based on 
comparative data. The second 
phase will involve economic 

incentives like differential 
tipping fees at the landfill or 
surcharges on designated 
materials. Economic incen-
tives can achieve 25% di-
version levels.  
 
A third phase would in-
volved mandatory recycling 
and source separation, as 
well as disposal bans at the 

SAGE meeting  
7:00 p.m. May 14th at the 
Lethbridge Public Library 
(Downtown). 
 
SAGE AGM  June 11th 
Date and time TBA. 
 
Don’t forget to renew 
your SAGE membership! 
 
Alberta Council for En-
vironmental Education 
Conference on Energy 
and Environmental Edu-
cation, October 15-17th 
in Canmore. http://
abcee.org/conference  

City of Lethbridge Discusses ICI Waste 

It’s three minutes to midnight. 
 
This is the closest the doomsday 
clock has been to midnight (the end 
of the world) since the beginning of 
the nuclear arms race and the end of 
the Cold War.  
 
But this time it is not just  due to po-
litical instability and the reversal of 
positive disarmament trends experi-
enced in the 1990s. This time, accord-
ing to the Science and Security 
Board, a major concern is the lack of 
political will to address the challeng-
es of climate change:  

Doomsday Clock Still Ticking 

"Efforts at reducing global emissions 
of heat-trapping gases have so far 
been entirely insufficient to prevent 
unacceptable climate disruption," said 
the Bulletin's Richard Somerville. 
"We all need to respond now, while 
there is still time."  

And Speaking of Doomsday ... 

house-gas emissions over the coming 
decade.”  
 
The U.S. recently raised the bar to cut 
emissions by 26% by 2025 and 80% 
by 2050.  
 
“A report last week prepared by Envi-
ronment Canada suggested this coun-
try had little hope of meeting its inter-
national commitment to reduce green-
house-gas emissions by 17 per cent 
from 2005 levels by 2020. That pledge 
was made by Mr. Harper at a climate 
summit in Copenhagen six years ago. 
 
[Reference: Globe & Mail report].  

Despite having promised to match 
U.S. reductions in greenhouse gas 
emissions, Prime Minister Harper 
says “it is unlikely that Canada will 
join the United States in a pledge to 
meet tough new targets for green-
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recreation in the Oldman headwa-
ters, and also deeper discussion 
about the cumulative impacts of 
recreational use on headwaters 
health. 
 
The OWC is currently renewing 
their memberships. 
 
Water Scarcity in California: 
 
And a public service announce-
ment regarding the water crisis in 
California … use those rain bar-
rels (see luring add to right of 
page). 
 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?
v=IC3yX253Y2k 
 
 
 

Blackfish: 
 
Last month we reviewed the film, 
Blackfish. The following are some 
of the impacts on SeaWorld: 
 
http://www.upworthy.com/ 
 
And an expose from a SeaWorld 
trainer: 
 
http://www.theguardian.com/ 
 
http://
news.nationalgeographic.com/ 
 
At the OWC: 
 
The Hidden Creek Pilot Project 
begins by “Engaging recreational 
users through conversations, 
events, activities and demonstra-
tion days … will provide an op-
portunity for sharing perspectives 
of motorized and random camping 

Environment Lethbridge  
Fundraiser 

Rain Barrels—$70 each 
(Only 15 remaining for this 

Spring) 
Order Online: 

http://
www.environmentlethbridge.org/ 

“There is no such place as away .” 

Miscellanea ... 

Interesting Links: 

U.N. Water for a Sustainable World http://www.unesco.org/ 

FAO State of the World’s Land and Water Resources  http://www.fao.org/ 

Overpopulation, Overconsumption—in pictures http://www.theguardian.com/ 

 



Waste Not, Want Not: 
 
The average Albertan produces 
about 1120 kg of garbage per per-
son each year. Of that amount, 265 
kg comes from residential sources, 
and the remaining 855 kg/person/
year is non-residential – that is 
Construction & Demolition 
(C&D) and Industry, Commercial, 
and Institutional (ICI). 
 
Lethbridge statistics suggest that 
about 120,000 tonnes of waste is 
sent to the landfill each year. For 
the 94,000 citizens of the city, that 
results in 1290 kg of garbage per 
person each year or, in other 
words, 3.5 kg (7.7 lbs) of garbage 
each day.  
 
Not all of this waste leaves direct-
ly from our home – it is the total 
waste that we collectively create at 
home, at work, and at play. About 
one-quarter of the total waste 
comes from our homes. 
 
Alberta disposes the most waste in 
Canada, and Lethbridge produces 
more waste than the average in the 
province. This places us amongst 
the most wasteful people on the 
planet. 

 
Why Do We Care: 
 
Our materials system is linear. 
This means that we extract re-
sources from the earth (often non-
renewable resources), transform 
them into products and, at the end 
of their useful life, send the prod-

ucts to the landfill (or into the air 
and water as emissions). On a finite 
planet, linear systems are unsus-
tainable. The more one can close 
the materials loop into a perpetual 
cycle, the more sustainable will be 
the system. 
 
The very best thing we can do to 
conserve resources for future gen-
erations and other species sharing 
our ecosystem is to reduce con-
sumption to those things that we 
need. 
 
When products are made for our 
consumption, reuse becomes our 
second best choice. Reusing con-
sumer products does not require 
additional energy to transport and 
reprocess the material into another 
product. 
 
Recycling materials into new prod-
ucts is better than sending it to a 
hole in the ground as waste. These 
materials have been removed from 
the cycle of use, and this diminish-
es resources available in the future. 
 
In addition to the waste of non-
renewable resources, landfills are 
sources of pollution. Sanitary land-
fills are designed to contain the 
waste and prevent water and air 
from reacting with the waste.  
 
When the waste of a community is 
combined and thrown into a pit and 
covered up with clay, all sorts of 
things happen. Because there is no 
air and water is present in the waste 
(mainly from organics), anaerobic 
bacteria break down the composta-

ble materials and produce carbon 
dioxide, methane, and often hy-
drogen sulphide (a poisonous gas).  
 
The carbon dioxide and hydrogen 
sulphide can be converted into 
carbonic and sulphuric acids, 
which helps dissolve and corrode 
other wastes creating a toxic stew 
of metals, acids and toxins called 
leachate. The leachate trickles 
down through the landfill and is 
trapped by a liner – as long as the 
liner maintains its integrity. Once 
the liner fails, the toxic leachate 
can permeate into groundwater 
aquifers.  
 
The methane produced in the land-
fill can escape the clay barriers 
and enter the atmosphere as a po-
tent greenhouse gas (GHG). Ac-
cording to City of Lethbridge Cor-
porate Greenhouse Gas Inventory 
conduced at the University of 
Lethbridge, the largest sources of 
corporate greenhouse gas emis-
sions within the City of Leth-
bridge are three municipal land-
fills. Other emissions include vol-
atile organic compounds (VOCs) 
which may be hazardous air pollu-
tants (HAPs) or ozone depleting 
substances, and particulate matter 
(PM) with possible health effects.  
 
In summary, landfills should be 
seen as a last resort for directing 
materials (resources) and com-
postable materials. It has been 
said: “There is no ‘away’ in throw 
away.”  
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Draft Report on Waste Management in Lethbridge (Part 1) 
… Part 2 coming in June on the statistics. 



John Ralston Saul is a noted Cana-
dian philosopher and social com-
mentator. The Comeback is his 
latest book, building on many of 
the themes he developed in A Fair 
Country - notably, the perspective 
that Canadian values have been 
built on Aboriginal philosophies of 
balance, mutualism, and listening.  
 
John Ralston Saul is generally a 
fine writer, but The Comeback was 
strangely written - in many ways, 
it was like an interior discussion. 
He may have been trying to make 
the exposition more conversational 
- simulating what might be typical 
of an oral culture - but the result-
ing tone seemed to be a bit dodder-
ing.  
 
The Comeback has two main 
parts: the first is the author’s the-
sis, and the second is a collection 
of documents, speeches and writ-
ings representing indigenous voic-
es. 
 
The author has a few main argu-
ments, and The Comeback begins 
with a short history of the treaty 
process and the past hundred or so 
years of Canadians breaking them. 
He presents that when we discuss 
the problems of The Indian Act 
and its management, that it is a 
fundamental problem of Canadian 
society represented by our govern-
ments - that is, the source of the 
problem is not the victims of the 
Act.  
 
The author criticizes the current 
government and the general im-
poverishment of the democratic 
process in Canada:  

 
“Because if democracy is only 
power, then what we are left with is 
a system of deep distrust. Why? 
Because if only power matters – 
even if it is the result of an election 
– then the government feels that it 
has a mandate to do whatever it 
wants; that the law is there princi-
pally to serve power. If democracy 
is only about winning power and 
using it, then it has been deformed 
into a denial of society and of the 
idea of responsible citizenship. … 
Only power matters. This is partly 
the outcome of government being 
de-intellectualized. Elections are 
now thought to be unsuitable mo-
ments for real debates over ideas. In 
between these elections the focus is 
on administrative problems – legal-
istic, managerial undertak-
ings” (p.30). 
 
Saul then makes some interesting 
comments on the cosmologies of 
the indigenous peoples of North 
America in contrast to ‘European’ 
philosophies:  
 
“Why do I mention this? Because 
the environmental movement seems 
now to be held back by Western 
intellectual structures that have 
sidelined the major questions, like 
global warming, into a confusion of 
competing facts and a desperate 
attempt to analyze these questions 
from a linear, utilitarian point of 
view. Any conceptual or holistic 
approach is ridiculed or punished. 
But you can only change directions 
on major issues through a conceptu-
al, holistic approach. Leroy Little 
Bear: “All things are animate, im-
bued with spirit, and in constant 

motion. In this realm of energy 
and spirit, interrelationships be-
tween all entities are of paramount 
importance, and space is a more 
important referent than time.” … 
Now we can see that it is a philos-
ophy that allows biodiversity to 
make sense, as well as the idea of 
sustainability. And for that matter 
the ideas of balance and harmony. 
… Continuity is not a Western 
democratic idea. But it is an indig-
enous idea” (p.171). 
 
The solution? “All of this adds up 
to the rejection of a great deal 
more than a few policies or a polit-
ical party. It suggests the rejection 
of a system that has dominated us 
for half a century with increasingly 
utilitarian assumptions about how 
societies should function – that is, 
not really as societies, but as a 
haphazard bundle of self-absorbed 
individuals driven by self-
interest” (p.99). In other words, we 
need radical change built on the 
cultural values of First Peoples.  
 
This comes frightening close to 
Rousseau’s ‘noble savage’ trope, 
but he supports his perspective 
with  observa-
tions on Idle 
No More and 
the important 
work of indig-
enous scholars, 
lawyers, and 
the resulting 
landmark deci-
sions from the 
Supreme 
Court. 
 

The Comeback (2014) 
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